
23 Bliss Avenue 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
Phone:  201-567-0450    
Visit our website 
www.smafathers.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sundays 
10:00 am; 12 noon  
Weekdays & Holy Days 
9:30  am & 11:45 am  
Christmas & New Year’s Day 
10:00 am; 12 noon 
 

Confessions Saturdays:       
After 11:45am Mass.                         
Or by appointment.  
Contact Fr. Frank Wright 

 201-567-0450 Ext 225/231 
 

Bereavement & Visit to the 
Sick 

Contact Fr. Frank Wight 
201-450-6586 

Perpetual Mass Association 

Office open Monday-Friday 
from 9:30am to 3:00pm 
 

S.M.A. Vocation Office 
Fr Dermot Roache, SMA 
Director 
201-256-0450 Ext. 253 
 

S.M.A. Museum 
Open Monday-Sunday from 
9:00am –5:00pm 
Sunday Collection: $1149 
Thank you for your support. 

Please remember to support 

your local parishes. 

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  
Masses for the week of MARCH 19, 2023 – MARCH 25, 2023 

Administration: 

Fr Ranees A. Rayappan,  

Provincial Superior 

Fr Frank Wright,     

House Superior 

Today’s Readings:  
 

First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1. 6-7. 10-13 
The spirit of the Lord seized on David and stayed with him from that day onwards. 
 
Second Reading Ephesians 5:8-14 
Walk in the light of the Lord and turn away from the darkness of sin. 
 
Gospel John 9:1-41 
Jesus gives the blind man new sight and the gift of faith. 
 
 

Date Time Intention Requested by: 

Sun.-Sat. 8:00 Liv & Dec Benefactors of the SMA  

Sun.  March 19 10:00 Gigi Joe Mercado+ Patrick Cabanilla+  

  12:00 Lindsay & Chris Rubio (Liv.)  

Mon.  March 20 9:30 Marie Baranako Family 

  11:45 Giuseppi & Carmela Salituro+ The Salituro’s 

Tue.  March 21 9:30 Luz Fiel (Liv.) Josie Martinez 

  11:45 Catherine M. Hamill+ Friend 

Wed.  March 22 9:30 Mary Tietjen+ The Family 

  11:45 Jack Kenny+ Mae Kenny & Family 

Thurs. March 23 9:30 Maureen McDonald+ Friend 

  11:45 Lauren Widner+ Martha DiPaolo 

Fri. March 24 9:30 Purificazion & Dominador Guinto+ Guinto Family 

 11:45 Fe Tolentino+ Frayda Ascrate 

Sat. March 25 9:30 Catherine M. Hamill+ Friend 

  11:45 Rose Mendoza+ & Alma Colobong  

“The Mission” 



FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT REFLECTION 

The author of the Gospel of John is a very sophisticated writer.  Look at the way he sets up the scene 

in the story of the man born blind.  Look at the way he builds tension in the story.  Look at his skill 

with dialogue.  This is the story of people—Pharisees and the blind man—who are jousting with each 

other to come to the truth.  The Pharisees are cast as the bad guys in this drama, but honestly 

speaking, their attempt to find out if the man had actually been born blind is not an unreasonable 
move.  That’s why the story is entitled not “the blind man” but “the man born blind.”  This is a story 

about trying to establish the truth, a language game with which we are overly familiar in our day and 

age. 

In one of the Lenten reflections on Saturday mornings, I said that the author of John plays wildly, 

extravagantly even, with the opposition between darkness and light.  He’s playing off the physical 

blindness of the man to make a metaphorical point about the blindness of the Pharisees.  The epistle 

we heard, from Ephesians, picks up this theme: Paul exhorts his listeners to reject darkness and live 
in the light, for as Paul writes, “light produces every kind of goodness and righteousness and truth.” 

How does this vignette function in this penitential season of Lent?  Why are we listening to it?  What 

are we supposed to get out of it? … Well, we have to place it in the context of the catechumens (now 
the Elect) preparing to enter the Church at the Easter Vigil.  I think it’s a passage to urge them to 

examine their doubts.  Just as the Gospel passage is an account of people looking for the truth, the 

adult preparing for baptism should examine his own motivation and reasoning so that he or she has a 

firm foundation on which to receive the sacraments. 

If you and I, the already baptized, the Christians of long standing, the flock Jesus shepherds, are to 

profit from it, I would suggest that this is done not by asking yourself if you really, really, really 

believe (for there is always a question there); rather examine your own complicated, and at times 
illegible, history and see how God has been active in your own life. 

My long experience with the RCIA has shown me what the Good News looks like.  I have seen 

people who are terminally ill come to faith.  They realize that they can no longer rely on their own 
bodies, for it looks like their bodies have betrayed them.  Now they must place their faith in a higher 

power.  I have seen drug addicts (and not just one or two) come to faith, because they have reached 

rock bottom and have found the only way to climb back up. 

Each of us has a conversion story to tell, or we would not be here.  All these stories we have from 

John’s Gospel—the woman at the well, the man born blind, Lazarus (whom we shall see next week)

—are stories of coming to faith, ceasing to rely exclusively on ourselves, and of finding a way to 

climb back up from the pit. 

         By Fr Frank Wright, SMA 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS.- Fridays during Lent at 7:00pm 

LENTEN REFLECTION.- Saturdays during Lent at 11:15am before 

the 11:45am Mass.  


