
23 Bliss Avenue 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
Phone:  201-567-0450    
Visit our website 
www.smafathers.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sundays 
10:00 am; 12 noon  
Weekdays & Holy Days 
11:45 am  
Christmas & New Year’s Day 
10:00 am; 12 noon 
 

Confessions 
By appointment. Contact 

Fr Frank Wright 

 201-567-0450 Ext 225 
 

Bereavement & Visit to the 
Sick 

Contact Fr. Frank Wight 
201-450-6586 

Perpetual Mass Association 

Office open Monday-Friday 
from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm 
 

S.M.A. Vocation Office 
Fr Dermot Roache, SMA 
Director 
201-256-0450 Ext. 253 
 

Fr. Eliecer Sandoval, SMA  
551-449-4357 
Sunday Collection:  $1465  
Thank you for your support. 
 

 

Please remember to support 

your local parishes. 

 

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Masses for the week of January 23, 2022 – January 29, 2022  

Administration: 

Fr Ranees A. Rayappan,  

Provincial Superior 

Fr Frank Wright,     

House Superior 

Today’s Readings:   

First Reading Nehemiah 8:2-6. 8-10 

After their return to their homeland from exile, the people of Israel are moved to tears by the 
public reading of God’s word. 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 12:12-30 

St Paul teaches that we together are Christ’s body, made up of many different parts. 

Gospel Luke 1:1-1-4; 4:14-21 

The beginning of Luke’s Gospel: Jesus proclaims God’s word and sets out his mission 
statement. 

Date Time Intention Requested by: 

Sun.-Sat. 8:00 Liv & Dec Benefactors of the SMA  

Sun.  Jan. 23 10:00 Benedict Walsh+ Breda Walsh 

  12:00 Ann Vailen Quilling+ Felicitas Garcia+ Linda Rubio 

Mon.  Jan. 24 9:30 Paradis Family (Liv. & Dec.)  

  11:45 Aideen Sullivan+ Breda Walsh 

Tue.  Jan. 25 9:30 Rev. Raymond C. Plourde+  

  11:45 Edmundo J. Wilson+ Mary Fischbach 

Wed.  Jan. 26 9:30 Michael R. Desrochers+  

  11:45 Special Intentions Health and Wellness  

Thurs.  Jan. 27 9:30 Emil Sarisky and Family  

  11:45 Souls in Purgatory Victoria Ann Costa 

Fri. Jan. 28 9:30 Wenish Family  

 11:45 John Hamill+ Daughter 

Sat. Jan. 29 9:30 Rita Welter (Liv.)  

  11:45 Maria R. Valdes+ Friend 

“The Mission” 



           

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME REFLECTION 

The readings that we have in the beginning of Ordinary Time are all about beginnings.  That’s 

what we see in the Old Testament Book of Nehemiah, and that’s what we see in the Gospel 

passage from Luke.  What’s remarkable about the Lukan passage is that we jump from an in-

troduction, then skip several chapters, and end up with an account of the beginning of Jesus’s 

ministry in Galilee, specifically in Nazareth.  That’s quite a jump! 

For this reflection, let’s concentrate on the beginning of the passage.  Luke tells Theophilos 

that he is going to write an orderly account of the life of Jesus, after having investigated the 

historical record.  Luke bases his account on eye-witnesses, people who were actually there on 

the spot.  What he is writing is not fiction, but the best kind of history, because the author went 

to the sources. 

I want you to notice something: Luke isn’t saying that his account is a correction or somehow 

better than the previous accounts, those of Mark and Matthew, but he is telling us that he has 

his own reason for including some of the materials that he does—the story of Jesus’s birth in 

Bethlehem and all the stories at the beginning about Jesus and the Temple.  Luke wants us to 

see Jesus’s life in a particular light, so when he writes to Theophilos, Luke is telling him that 

he, Luke, is likewise a witness.  He has experienced Jesus in his own way and wants to tell us 

about it.  And dare we go further? Theophilos in turn, when he has matured in his Christian 

faith, will likewise become a witness. 

An aside here: Dorothy L. Sayers, the creator of the detective Lord Peter Wimsey, once wrote 

a mystery entitled “Clouds of Witness.”  Now, Dorothy was a very intense Anglican Christian, 

so she knew that she was using the title tongue in cheek; in other words, there were too many 

witnesses and too many clues.  Of course, when St. Paul uses the term “clouds of witness”, he 

was describing how all the followers to Jesus over the centuries have witnessed to how Jesus 

had brought them salvation. 

And we’re part and parcel of the chain.  We stand on the shoulders of giants, you and I.  We 
are the current or contemporary witnesses to what God in Christ has done for the world and in 
our own lives.  Yes, you and I might very well sit down one day and write our own version of 

“Dear Theophilos.”  Writing our own version of the Good News is not something to be done at 
the drop of a hat.  It requires reflection and it requires prayer.  But it does remain part of what 
we took on at Baptism. 

         By Fr. Frank Wright, SMA 

 

SYMPATHY.-  Our deepest sympathy and prayers to Teresa, The O’Malley Family, 

and Mary Faley on the passing of Thomas O’Malley.  He died last week.   

May He Rest In Peace. 


