
23 Bliss Avenue 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
Phone:  201-567-0450    
Visit our website 
www.smafathers.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sundays 
10:00 am; 12 noon  
Weekdays & Holy Days 
11:45 am  
Christmas & New Year’s Day 
10:00 am; 12 noon 
 

Confessions 
By appointment. Contact 

Fr Dermot Roache 201-567-
0450 Ext 212 
 

Bereavement & Visit to the 
Sick 

Contact Fr. Dermot  Roache 
201-567-0450 Ext. 212 

Perpetual Mass Association 

Office open Monday-Friday 
from 9:30 am to 3:00 pm 
 

S.M.A. Vocation Office 
 

Fr. Eliecer Sandoval, SMA  
551-449-4357 
Sunday Collection:   $1,247 
Thank you for your support. 
 

 

Please remember to support 
your local parishes. 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
Masses for the week of August 8, 2021 – August 14, 2021  

Administration: 

Fr Ranees A. Rayappan,  

Provincial Superior 

Fr Dermot Roache,     

House Superior 

Today’s Readings:   
First Reading 1 Kings 19:4-8 

Elijah, afraid for his life and discouraged, prays to die but God has other plans for him. 

Second Reading Ephesians 4:30 – 5:2  

We should get rid of all negativity and, instead, try to imitate Jesus’ love and forgiveness. 

Gospel John 6:41-51   

Jesus is the bread of life, come down from heaven for the eternal life of all who eat of it. 

 

Date Time Intention Requested by: 

Sun.-Sat. 8:00 Liv & Dec Benefactors of the SMA  

Sun.  Aug. 8 10:00 Anthony Benigno Marisa Pastore 

  12:00 Joan Cohen+ Victoria Costa 

Mon.  Aug. 9 9:30 Benedicto Saquibal+  

  11:45 Peggy & Joseph Collins+ Daughter Margaret 

Tue.  Aug. 10 9:30 Benedicto Saquibal+ Estee Saprid 

  11:45 Arturo & Ceasar Maglikian Luz M. DiMacali 

Wed.  Aug. 11 9:30 Benedicto Saquibal+ Norma Villanueva 

  11:45 Ortenzio & Filomena Albarese+ John & Margaret 

Thurs.  Aug. 12 9:30 Benedicto Saquibal+ Leo Castillo 

  11:45 Young Kim+ Rosanne Ambulo 

Fri.  Aug. 13 9:30 Millarda Barsatan+  Fe Vela 
  11:45 Supper Family+ Joseph Kurpiel Sr.+ Michelle Supper 

Sat.  Aug. 14 9:30 Jerry Joyce (Liv.) Michael Murphy 

  11:45 Crispin Llanillo+ Flor & Lito 

Years 

2021 

“The Mission” 

1921 



“I am the living bread which has come down from heaven.” 

Illustration.- One day in mid-1950s China, soldiers locked a village’s parish priest, Père Luc, a Frenchman 

and member of the Society for the Foreign Missions, into the sacristy and went away, thinking that there would 

be no escape. They left a desecrated church, the shattered, empty tabernacle and the consecrated hosts 

scattered across the sanctuary. Yet, for a ten-year-old girl named Li, the soldiers’ actions provided the 

opportunity for outstanding heroism. From his sacristy prison, her parish priest saw the child sneak into the 

ruined church building and go down on her hands and knees. Unseen by the soldiers, Li crawled into the 

sanctuary, where she picked up and swallowed a single host. She repeated this for several days, knowing that 

she risked her life.  

One morning, a soldier entered the church, saw Li crawling around and shot her in the back, killing her. The 

soldier was so appalled at his own act that he released the parish priest and gave him time to bury Li. “Sir, if 

in every town there was such a little girl, no soldier would ever fight for the Communists,” he said, before 

driving the priest to the border and safety. When Li’s story hit the world’s Catholic media, she became an 

iconic example of someone whose love for Jesus’ presence in the Eucharist was more important than life itself. 

Gospel Teaching.- In some of the Gospel stories, we can understand the confusion of the people who listened 

to Jesus. They had known him since he was a child, had watched him play and learn alongside their own 

children; together they had attended the local synagogue and travelled to Jerusalem for the celebration of the 

major Jewish festivals. The same people knew Mary and Joseph, and had spent time with them at the well and 

at the market, and they may have visited Joseph’s workshop. They could probably list all the relatives who 

lived in Nazareth and the outlying villages. How could Jesus claim to be special, to have heavenly origins? It 

didn’t make sense. 

In the scene in today’s Gospel, they have just heard Jesus declare that, through him, they could enjoy eternal 

life. Surely eternal life was in God’s gift, so was this young man saying that he was equal to God, with whom 

Jesus said that he had a unique relationship? They complained to each other about these unlikely claims. Yet 

Jesus persisted. He declared himself to be “the living bread”, which they must eat if they wanted to live for 

ever. Was he inviting them to cannibalism? Were they listening to a madman or to a blasphemer? No wonder 

they were confused. Jesus’ listeners thought that they knew him, but they didn’t. To use a familiar saying, they 

were guilty of judging a book by its cover: they saw the man but couldn’t understand his message. This isn’t 

really surprising: two thousand years later, we are still discovering its meaning, sometimes also arguing about 

it and sometimes, like Li, finding it more precious than life itself. 

Application.- Very few people, if any, can say that they really know us at the very depths of who we are and 

what we can become. Before Li died protecting the Blessed Sacrament, her parents probably thought their 

daughter extraordinary only because she was special to them and they loved her so much. As her parents, they 

probably thought that they knew her – but surely they hadn’t seen her as a future heroine and martyr? The 

people of Jesus’ home town certainly didn’t see his presence among them as a life-changing event. How many 

of them thought deeply about his claim that he was “the bread of life” and their route to eternal life? Instead of 

listening to his words, they rejected them and turned away from Jesus. 

What about ourselves? Think about the times of lockdown in the Covid-19 pandemic. We discovered that 

people we’d never really known or noticed performed acts of incredible generosity and kindness. Local heroes 

and heroines seemed to be popping up everywhere. Perhaps we’d never previously realised that our 

neighbours and even complete strangers had such amazingly big hearts. Time and again, we heard of and saw 

people who put their own lives on hold in order to care for someone else. They put themselves second and 

others first. Were we inspired and encouraged by such goodness? Did it help to make our own life worth 

living? Isn’t it wonderful to look more deeply than usual into someone else’s heart and to expose the buried 

treasure?          The Living Word 


