
23 Bliss Avenue 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
Phone:  201-567-0450    
Visit our website 
www.smafathers.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sundays 
8:00 am;  10:00 am;  12 noon 
Weekdays & Holy Days 
8:00 am;  9:30 am; 11:45 am 
Christmas & New Year’s Day 
8:00 am; 10:00 am; 12:00 noon 
Confessions 
Saturdays  4:30 pm to 5:00 pm  

Bereavement & Visit to the Sick 

Contact Fr. Dermot  Roache 
201-567-0450 Ext. 212 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Rosary 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 am 
Followed by Mass, Adoration 
and Benediction at 5:30 pm 

The Little Way of St. Therese 
of Lisieux 
2nd Sundays after 12 pm Mass 

Bible Reflection Group 
Thursdays: 7:30 pm in the hall 

Perpetual Mass Association 
Office open Monday-Friday 
from 8:00 am  to 3:00 pm 

S.M.A. Vocation Office 
Fr. Julien Esse, SMA  
551-449-4357 
African Art Museum           
Open daily. Contact:                        
Fr. James McConnell                          
201-567-0450 Ext. 242             
Fr. Michael Bova                     
201-567-0450 Ext. 207 

Sunday Collections:  

$1,265.00 

Thank you for your support. 

Please remember to support  your 
local Parishes. 

 

FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD 
Masses for the week of FEBRUARY 2—FEBRUARY 8, 2020 

Administration: 

Fr Ranees A. Rayappan,  

Provincial Superior 

Fr Dermot Roache,     

House Superior 

Date Time Intention Requested by: 

Sun.-Sat. 8:00 Liv & Dec Benefactors of SMA   

Sun. Feb. 2 10:00 Edelinda Deypalubos+ Elinda Palmares 

  12:00 Rufina Albamento Bisguerra+ Marlyn Roy Benedito+ Linda Rubio 

Mon. Feb. 3 9:30 George Lang+ Family and Friends 

  11:45 Amy Palmares+ Rosanne Ambulo 

Tue. Feb. 4 9:30 Renato Gomez Albert and Olive Pineda 

  11:45 Gilberto Guinto (Healing and Birthday) (Liv.) Family 

Wed. Feb. 5 9:30 Emma A. Haggerty+ Kathleen Jaeger 

  11:45 Special Intentions Norma Darien (Liv.) Victoria Ann Costa 

Thurs. Feb. 6 9:30 Emilia Ambrocio+ Ben and Mely Ramirez 

  11:45 Special Intentions Marilyn Parvis (Liv.) Richard Kane 

Fri. Feb. 7 9:30 Michael James Harte+   Family 

  11:45 Special Intentions Neill and Forgrave Families  

Sat. Feb. 8 9:30 Benjamin Ramirez Sr+ Benjamin Jr. (Liv.) Ben and Mely Ramirez 

  11:45 Pauline Schweitzer+ Paula 

Today’s Readings 
 

First Reading Malachi 3:1-4 

Malachi prepares the way for today’s feast: the Lord will enter his Temple. 
 

Second Reading Hebrews 2:14-18 

Jesus has come to confront the powers of evil. 
 

Gospel Luke 2:22-40 

Joseph and Mary fulfil the requirements of the Law and present Jesus in the 

Temple. It provides an opportunity for two aged people who have remained 

attentive to God to speak prophetically about this child as the salvation of all 

the nations. 



The Presentation of the Lord (Luke 2:22-40) - Sunday, February 2, 2020 

“Luke mixes two prescriptions of the law of Moses without making any distinction. The purification of the 

mother from Leviticus (12:2-8) and the consecration of the first-born prescribed in Exodus (13:11-16). It was 

considered a kind of "ransom" in memory of the saving action of God when He liberated the Israelites from 

slavery in Egypt. Throughout this scene, the parents seem to be in the process of presenting/offering their son 

as was done with sacrifices and Levites, while through the persons of Simeon and Anna it seems rather God 

who offers or presents the son for the salvation of people. 

Simeon and Anna: these are figures full of symbolic value. Their role is one of recognition, that comes from 

both the enlightenment and action of the Spirit and a life lived in expectation and faith. Simeon especially is 

defined as righteous and devout. He, too, appears to be obedient to the law, the law of the Spirit, who leads 

him towards the child in the temple. He has lived in order to come to this moment, and now he withdraws so 

that others may see the light and the salvation to come for Israel and the gentiles. Anna completes the 

picture. She, also, is led by the Spirit of prophecy, docile and purified in her heart. Besides, she belongs to the 

smallest of the tribes, that of Asher, a sign that the small and fragile are the ones more disposed to recognize 

Jesus, the Savior. Simeon and Anna are symbols of the best of Judaism, of faithful and meek Jerusalem, that 

awaits and rejoices and that from now on allows the new light to shine. 

A sword will pierce your heart: generally, these words are interpreted as meaning that Mary will suffer, a 

drama made visible in Our Lady of Sorrows. Rather, we need to see the Mother as a symbol of Israel. Simeon 

feels the drama of his people who will be deeply torn by the living and sharp word of the redeemer (cf. Lk 

12:51-53). Mary represents the path: she must trust, but will go through times of pain and darkness, 

struggles and painful silences. The story of the suffering Messiah will be painful for all, even for the Mother. 

One does not follow the new light of the whole world without paying the cost, without being provoked to 

make risky choices, without being always born again from on high and in newness. 

Finally, it is interesting to note that the whole episode emphasizes the situation of the most simple and 

homely: the young couple with the child in their arms; the old man who rejoices and embraces, the old 

woman who prays and proclaims, those listening who appear to be indirectly involved.” 

“Father, we praise You and we bless You because through Your Son, born of woman by the working of the 

Holy Spirit, born under the law, has ransomed us from the law and You have filled our life with light and 

new hope. May our families welcome and remain faithful to Your designs; may they help and sustain in 

their children the new dreams and enthusiasm, wrap them in tenderness when they are fragile, educate 

them in love for You and for all creatures. Amen.” 

           Padre Angelo, O.Carm 

Saturdays, February 15 & March 14, 2020  

GOD’S MERCY IS HERE! 

Please join us for a powerful holy hour of praise and 
worship. 

SMA Chapel — 8PM 

SAVE THESE DATES... Blessings of Throats 
 

Monday, February 3rd is the 
Feast of St Blaise.  Throats 

will be blessed at all Masses 
on that day. 


