
23 Bliss Avenue 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
Phone:  201-567-0450    
Visit our website 
www.smafathers.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sundays 
8:00 am;  10:00 am;  12 noon 
Weekdays & Holy Days 
8:00 am;  9:30 am; 11:45 am 
Christmas & New Year’s Day 
8:00 am; 10:00 am; 12 noon 

Confessions 
Saturdays  4:30 pm to 5:00 pm  

Bereavement & Visit to the Sick 
Contact Fr. Anbu Kumar 
201-567-0450 Ext 204 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Rosary 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 am 

Followed by Mass, Adoration 
and Benediction at 5:30 pm 

The Little Way of St. Therese of 
Lisieux 
2nd Sundays after 12 pm Mass 

Bible Reflection Group 
Thursdays: 7:30 pm in the hall 

Perpetual Mass Association 
Office open Monday-Friday 
from 8:00 am  to 3:00 pm 

S.M.A. Vocation Office 
Theresa Hicks, Lay Associates 
201-496-8394 

Fr. Julien Esse, SMA Priesthood 

201- 894-8611  

EPIPHANY  and 1st week Ord. Time 

Masses for the week of JAN. 7-13 

Local and Provincial superior: 

Fr. Michael Moran, SMA.           

If you invite one of our priests 

out to  perform a sacramental  

function please make sure he is 

informed. 201-567-0450 x 218 

Date Time Intention Requested by: 

Sun.-Sat. 8:00 Liv & Dec Benefactors of SMA   

Sun. Jan. 7 10:00 Annie Murphy+ Gerard Kennedy 

  12:00 Nancy Wilson+ Mary Fischbach 

Mon. Jan. 8 9:30 Slezak Family+   

  11:45 Ramon Ambulo+ Roseanne 

Tue. Jan. 9 9:30 Eileen & John Ryan+ Breda & Benny Walsh 

  11:45 Sulpicio Basas Sr.+ Maggie Pabilona 

Wed. Jan. 10 9:30 Rose Iacullo+ Ann. Of Passing Susan & Bob Iacullo 

  11:45 Margaret Moran+ Jack & Mae Kenny 

Thurs. Jan. 11 9:30 Bill Kelly & Pat McCann+ Friend 

  11:45 John Maloney+ Gerard Kennedy 

Fri. Jan. 12 9:30 Fe Tolentino+ Erlinda Cortez 

  11:45 Leslie Webb (Liv) Lydia & Richard 

Sat. Jan. 13 9:30 Annie Murphy+ Martha Paladino 

  11:45 Michael Peltier+ Michelle Supper 

Today’s Readings   

First Reading Isaiah 60:1-6   Isaiah 
exults over the light and glory through 
which the nations will come to the 
Lord. 

Second Reading Ephesians 3:2-3. 5-6 

Pagan and Gentile nations are now be-
ing given their place in the Church. 

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12   The wise men 
are led by God’s grace through the light 
of a star to worship the Lord and give 
him their gifts. 

We thank all 

those who pro-

vided refresh-

ments and those 

who were with us 

as we welcomed 

the new year.   

God Bless. 



 

Gospel Teaching  Epiphany 

We need not think of the pagans and worshippers of other gods in the Graeco-Roman world of Jesus’ time as living 
in total darkness; and the same is true today. The Second Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lu-
men gentium, speaks of how members of other faiths are part of God’s plan of salvation, and also says, “Nor is God re-
mote from those who in shadows and images seek the unknown God, since he gives to everyone life and breath” (LG 
16). The magi went off in search of a greater light, the uncreated light and very source of light. Their reading of the stars 
succeeded on this occasion, led by God. Yet when they reached their destination, the magi left behind their worship of 
the stars, and fell down to worship the one who made the stars and sun and life itself.  

Matthew had his reasons for describing, so near to the beginning of his Gospel, the coming of these magi from pa-
gan or Gentile lands. For at the end of the Gospel he tells us of Jesus sending out the apostles to the Gentile lands, in-
structing them to “Go… make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave you.” The magi from the east represented all these 
Gentile nations coming to Christ, and the homage of their kings and people, as the light of the Gospel began to spread 
all over the world. Magicians they may have been when they went in search of Christ, but wise men they were when 
they returned home; wise enough not to go back to Herod, after being warned in a dream. Full of excitement and joy at 
what they had seen, they went back and shared their story.  

Two thousand years have passed since those magi travelled to Bethlehem, searching for the light. Their journey can-
not have been easy. The journey to Christ often isn’t. They no doubt had to give up a great deal to find him, but nothing 
was more important to them than their spiritual quest. Moreover, they grasped the truth that, while they were searching, 
God had been leading them. It was God who lit the star, and God who encouraged them to set out, because God loved 
them, and God wanted to be found by them.  

One of the things that the wise men’s journey gave them was time. They reflected, they thought, perhaps they 
prayed. That is one great benefit of a spiritual journey or pilgrimage. There is time to ponder fundamental questions; 
and to realise, like the wise men, that deep down, whether we are Catholics or not, Christians of other churches, mem-
bers of different faiths, or people who are still searching to find faith, there is always something more to seek and find. 
It was a very significant moment when the magi fell down to worship Jesus and give him their gifts, and it is a similar 
moment when a person is baptised, comes into the Church or takes a new step in faith.  

At least once, Matthew tells us, the magi were lost on their journey, first arriving in Jerusalem rather than Bethle-
hem; but then they were wise enough to ask the way. May our parish community always be ready to welcome, encour-
age, provide opportunities, and show the way to those who are seeking, that, like the magi, they may find Christ, the 
light of the world. He is not far from those who seek him, for, as he himself has told us, “the one who searches always 
finds”.                                                            (the Living Word 2018) 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD    (Jan. 8) 

The journey to sainthood begins with baptism. One of the very moving visits during a pilgrimage to Lourdes is the walk to the 
parish church, which is situated in the old town away from the shrine. It is usually a quiet place and a reminder of the life of the 
French town where St Bernadette lived and grew up. Built at the end of the nineteenth century, this church replaced the original 
church where St Bernadette prayed, which was destroyed by fire. At the rear of the church is the baptismal font, which was rescued 
from the fire, and in which she was baptised.  

One can imagine the joy her parents experienced at her birth on 7 January 1844, the first child of their family. She was baptised 
two days later on her parents’ wedding anniversary. In an age of high infant mortality, a quick baptism was important so that the 
child was purified from original sin, became a member of the Church and was placed under the protection of God. St Bernadette 
began her Christian life in this font; the life that became that of a remarkable saint. St Bernadette’s baptism is a reminder of our own 
baptism and that each one of us too is called to become a saint, just like Bernadette.  

When we begin our prayers, we recall our baptism by making the sign of the cross. When we enter a church, we remember our 
baptism by dipping our fingers in the holy water and blessing ourselves. The baptismal font is a reminder that we begin our Chris-
tian lives in a font of a church, in a particular place, and that we are baptised, “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit”. The answer “Amen” renews assent to the promises of God and places trust in God. God’s grace begins to strengthen us 
in a new way from this time onwards. 

Just as the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus at his baptism, so baptism for each and every child is the gateway to life in the 
Spirit. The words of God the Father to Jesus – “You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you” – are echoed to each baptised 
person. We rejoice that we are the beloved of the Lord. Each of us shares in this wonderful title and wears the white garment of bap-
tism.  

Baptism with water marks our birth into the Church as members of the body of Christ. We become adopted sons and daughters 
of God whose favour rests upon us. By the waters of baptism, sin is washed away and we are purified. Baptism is also the beginning 
of the entry into eternal life. On the last day, we will find happiness in the presence of God and every tear will be wiped away. 

Just as the newborn baby needs the mother’s milk to grow and become strong, so Christians need spiritual nourishment to grow in 
faith. Firstly, we learn our prayers and begin to say the Our Father and Hail Mary. Then we grow by listening to the Bible stories; some 
children’s Bibles have wonderful graphic illustrations. Later we are healed by reconciliation and nourished by Holy Communion. Later 
still, the Holy Spirit renews our strength in the sacrament of Confirmation. 

 


