
23 Bliss Avenue 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
Phone:  201-567-0450    
Visit our website 
www.smafathers.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sundays 
8:00 am;  10:00 am;  12 noon 
Weekdays & Holy Days 
8:00 am;  9:30 am; 11:45 am 
Christmas & New Year’s Day 
8:00 am; 10:00 am; 12 noon 

Confessions 
Saturdays  4:30 pm to 5:00 pm  

Bereavement & Visit to the Sick 
Contact Fr. Anbu Kumar 
201-567-0450 Ext 204 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Rosary 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 am 

Followed by Mass, Adoration 
and Benediction at 5:30 pm 

The Little Way of St. Therese of 
Lisieux 
2nd Sundays after 12 pm Mass 

Bible Reflection Group 
Thursdays: 7:30 pm in the hall 

Perpetual Mass Association 
Office open Monday-Friday 
from 8:00 am  to 3:00 pm 

S.M.A. Vocation Office 
Theresa Hicks, Lay Associates 
201-496-8394 

Fr. Julien Esse, SMA Priesthood 

201- 894-8611  

SUNDAY COLLECTION:  

Thank you for your support. 

26th week in Ordinary time  

Masses for the week of Oct. 1-7 

Local and Provincial superior: 

Fr. Michael Moran, SMA.           

If you invite one of our priests 

out to  perform a sacramental  

function please make sure he is 

informed. 201-567-0450 x 218 

Announcements: 

Raffle tickets for the drawing on Dec. 2nd 
are now available.  The ticket costs $5 and 
1st prize is $2,200 gift certificate from Lib-
erty Travel and second prize is an iphone 
7plus.  So if you are looking to travel take a 
chance.   Contact Ms.  Paladino if you want 
more information.   Gala tickets are on sale 
now. For $75 per person. 

On Oct. 14 there will be a living Rosary in 
the Main Chapel.  Assembly will be at 2:30 
PM.  With Pot luck in the museum after-
wards. 

Vocations are born in the 
family and the faith of the 

family   So let’s 
do it.   

PRAY!!!! 

Date Time Intention Requested by: 

Sun.-Sat. 8:00 Liv & Dec Benefactors of SMA   

Sun. Oct 1 10:00 Theresa Corcoran+ Diane & Mike Bruno 

  12:00 Eulalia Baczynska+ Barbara & Joe Mulheren 

Mon. Oct. 2 9:30 Michael Giotta+ his mother 

  11:45 Rosario Ambulo+ Rosanne 

Tue. Oct. 3 9:30 Joseph Abitante+   

  11:45 Rose D'Ermes+ Robert J. Latino 

Wed. Oct. 4 9:30 Lena Sophia Youm (liv) Mom 

  11:45 Joseph Choi+ Mariana Choi 

Thurs. Oct. 5 9:30 Wladyslaw Mazurek+ Barbara & Joe Mulheren 

  11:45 Vincent Haggerty+ Bob & Kathy Jaeger 

Fri. Oct. 6 9:30 Special Int. Neill, Forgrave Fam.   

  11:45 Special Int. Stoever, Mongiello Fam.   

Sat. Oct. 7 9:30 Special Int. Neill, Forgrave Fam.   

  11:45 Pacifico Bautista   Martha Paladino 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Ezekiel 18:25-28    The Lord’s 
ways are fair and just, ours are not. 

 

Second Reading Philippians 2:1-11   Though 
Christ was in the form of God, he emptied him-
self. 

 

Gospel Matthew 21:28-32 

Two sons were asked by their father to go out 
and work. One says he will not go, but later 
changes his mind, the other says yes, but does 
not go.  



Illustration 

A rabbi was standing in the synagogue and began to pray in the traditional way of the Jewish faith, tilting backwards and for-

wards with words spoken in rhythm with the body’s movement. As he moved, with his feet firmly on the ground, he began to chant 

his prayer, which was simply, “I am nothing, I am nothing at all.” At some point during the prayer a cantor in the synagogue came 

along and joined the rabbi in his heartfelt prayer, and before long two voices were making the same prayer in chant, “I am nothing, I 

am nothing at all.”  

At some point further in the chanting prayer, the synagogue’s janitor came into the main hall and witnessed the two men offer-

ing up their prayer to God. So the janitor got in line with the other two men, joined his voice to theirs and began chanting, “I am 

nothing, I am nothing at all.” At this point the rabbi turned to the cantor and said, “Look at him, who does he think he is?” 

It does not matter who the story is being told about – it could just as easily be about a Catholic priest or bishop  – the point of 

the story is that we are all able to allow ourselves to fall into the trap of not recognising our flawed nature and our sinfulness. We can 

all pray, “I am nothing, nothing at all,” but the moment we make it our virtuous anthem, then we have failed to see the meaning of 

the prayer. At these moments we are putting ourselves very far from God’s mercy. 

Gospel Teaching 

In today’s Gospel Jesus is speaking to the chief priests and the elders of the people. His words are somewhat alarming and chal-

lenging, especially to anyone who claims religious faith. Jesus gives them a scenario and leaves them to find the appropriate an-

swers. He begins by asking, “What is your opinion? A man had two sons…” and so begins the interrogation. Both the sons in the 

parable answer their father: one chooses not to tell the truth, saying he will go to work, and in fact does not; while the other son tells 

the truth, that he does not want to go, but afterwards changes his mind, and goes and does the work that his father has asked of him.  

The point Jesus is making becomes obvious very quickly; he does not allow us to carry on the journey without first understand-

ing his meaning. He goes on to tell them that when John the Baptist came among them, as an example and model of “true righteous-

ness”, they, the people of religion and holy talk, did not believe him. At the same time, however, the tax collectors and the prostitutes 

were making their way into the kingdom of God before them.  

It is not difficult to imagine the reaction to Jesus’ words among these people. It surely would not be difficult, too, for us to try to 

imagine our reaction to the words of Jesus if they were addressed to us. How we receive them depends on how we perceive our-

selves, and others. Do we consider ourselves to be respectable religious people, or do we know ourselves to be sinners, just as much 

as the “tax collectors and prostitutes” of whom Jesus speaks? Everything depends on how we see ourselves, and on how we see and 

judge others. 

Application 

In our parishes Sunday after Sunday we can allow ourselves to be fooled into thinking that we are the good and holy people, 

while the many poor souls who never darken the door of a church are the castaways of God, outside God’s love. This is exactly what 

Jesus was dealing with in his own day. We can learn from this Gospel passage and put away any superciliousness that may accompa-

ny us on our way to church.  

There is no reason for us to become self-righteous or self-obsessed with regard to our religion and our God. Paul tells us that, 

even though Jesus was in the form of God, he emptied himself. We are to do the same, empty ourselves and allow God to fill us. In 

so doing, we will not be shocked that tax collectors and prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God before us; rather we will    

rejoice.      (The Living Word) 

On October 29th at the Noon Mass we will be celebrating Fr. Brendan Darcy’s 50th and Fr. Austin Ochu 25th 

years of ordination.  After the mass there will be fellowship in the hall.  All are invited. 


