
23 Bliss Avenue 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
Phone:  201-567-0450    
Visit our website 
www.smafathers.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sundays 
8:00 am;  10:00 am;  12 noon 
Weekdays & Holy Days 
8:00 am;  9:30 am; 11:45 am 
Christmas & New Year’s Day 
8:00 am; 10:00 am; 12 noon 

Confessions 
Saturdays  4:30 pm to 5:00 pm  

Bereavement & Visit to the Sick 
Contact Fr. Anbu Kumar 
201-567-0450 Ext 204 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Rosary 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 am 

Followed by Mass, Adoration 
and Benediction at 5:30 pm 

The Little Way of St. Therese of 
Lisieux 
2nd Sundays after 12 pm Mass 

Bible Reflection Group 
Thursdays: 7:30 pm in the hall 

Perpetual Mass Association 
Office open Monday-Friday 
from 8:00 am  to 3:00 pm 

S.M.A. Vocation Office 
Theresa Hicks, Lay Associates 
201-496-8394 

Fr. Julien Esse, SMA Priesthood 

201- 894-8611  

SUNDAY COLLECTION: $1,167 

Thank you for your support. 

25th week in Ordinary time  

Masses for the week of Sept 24-Sept. 30 

Local and Provincial superior: 

Fr. Michael Moran, SMA.           

If you invite one of our priests 

out to  perform a sacramental  

function please make sure he is 

informed. 201-567-0450 x 218 

Announcements: 

Raffle tickets for the drawing on Dec. 2nd are 
now available.  The ticket costs $5 and 1st prize 
is $2,200 gift certificate from Liberty Travel and 
second prize is an iphone 7plus.  So if you are 
looking to travel take a chance.   Contact Ms.   
Paladino if you want more information.   Tickets 
to the gala are $75 per person.   

On September 30th there will be an evening of    
Karaoke.  Tickets are on sale now.  So if you like 
to sing get your ticket. 

 

Vocations are born in the 
family and the faith of the 

family   So let’s 
do it.   

PRAY!!!! 

Date Time Intention Requested by: 

Sun.-Sat. 8:00 Liv & Dec Benefactors of SMA   

Sun. Sept 24 10:00 Mark Santulli+ his parents 

  12:00 Gino Pico+ Sister & Nephew 

Mon. Sept 25 9:30 Happy Birthday George T. Neill   

  11:45 Emilio Alcazaren jr.+ Sister Gigi 

Tue. Sept. 26 9:30 Bert Looby+ Emma & Family 

  11:45 Theresa & Michael Martin+ John Tietjen 

Wed. Sept 27 9:30 Dan & Isabell Vitellaro+ Veronica McDonagh 

  11:45 Virginia Villarosa+ Villarosa Family 

Thurs. Sept 28 9:30 Paul DiPaolo+ Martha DiPaolo 

  11:45 Margaret Mahon (Liv) McGowan Family 

Fri. Sept 29 9:30 Happy birthday Robert J. Forgrave   

  11:45 Nora Bohan+ McGowan Family 

Sat. Sept. 30 9:30 Matthew Gallagher+ McGowan Family 

  11:45 Susan Biagioni+ Vicari Family 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Isaiah 55:6-9   We are not 
to hesitate in turning our hearts to God, 
who is rich in mercy. 

 

Second Reading Philippians 1:20-24. 27 

Paul exhorts us to recognise that Christ is 
our very life and that, living according to 
this calling, we give our all. 

 

Gospel Matthew 20:1-16  We are called 
to rejoice in God’s generosity towards the 
whole of humanity.  



“Why be envious because I am generous?” 

Illustration  

In the 2015 hit animated movie Inside Out, we are asked the question, “Do you ever look at someone and won-
der what is going on inside their head?” The film is based in the mind, or “Headquarters”, of an eleven-year-
old girl called Riley. As she negotiates her way through the ups and downs of the world, we see how she is in-
fluenced by five characters, all acting in accordance with their names: Fear, Disgust, Anger, Sadness and, tak-
ing a lead role, the light-hearted optimist, Joy. 

Inside Out cleverly shows, with recourse to some good psychology, how our emotions can get the better of us 
and can easily take control. For example, the character Anger reveals how our sense of injustice can often re-
sult in us “losing our heads”. In the film, Anger regularly has fire coming out of his head, as Riley experiences 
some or other frustration in the real world. Joy always tries to temper this by introducing good and calming 
thoughts. 

Gospel Teaching 

Immediately prior to the Gospel we have heard today, Jesus tells Peter, in response to the encounter with the 
rich young man, that “the first will be last, and the last, first”. Peter has asked the question, “What about us? 
We have left everything and followed you.” In the parable of the workers in the vineyard, Jesus attempts to 
drive home the message that all will be treated equally by God. Jesus gives an unflinching teaching on the gen-
erosity of God, whose ways are not our ways. 

In the parable, the men who have been employed for the day line up to receive their wages. One would expect 
that those who have worked longer hours would receive more than those who have worked less. This seems to 
be a fair way of doing business. However, this is not the case. The landowner, representing God, gives the 
same to the last as to the first, and stresses that those employed at the beginning of the day have no reason to 
be envious. After all, their payment has been agreed. This surely is justice. An agreement has been made and 
the landowner is then entitled to do what he sees fit with anyone else. Scholars tell us that one denarius would 
have been sufficient to feed a large peasant family for one day. The landowner, from the start, has been good 
to the workers he hired at the beginning of the day. To those hired later, he says he will give a “fair wage”. 
They do not know what they will receive, but the landowner is true to his word and gives them plenty. The 
message here is that God will look after all of us in the same way. We will all be provided for generously.  

Application 

Reflecting on the parable of the workers in the vineyard, it’s easy to imagine anger being sparked in the minds 
of those employed at the beginning of the day. Scrunched-up fists; furrowed brows; stomping of the feet in 
frustration; next stop, perhaps, fire coming out of the top of the head. The word “envious” in the Gospel is 
translated from a word that means to give an evil look of resentment towards another. That is a strong emo-
tional reaction – simmering anger. There are times in life when we will meet situations where there seems to 
have been injustice and our reaction may be the same. We have to be clear, though, that there is no injustice in 
today’s parable. An agreement had been made. It just demonstrates that God is entitled to reveal God’s merci-
ful face whenever and wherever God wishes.  

In parishes and other church communities, we all have different experiences of coming to, or deepening in, 
faith. Sometimes it may be that a new member of the Christian community is suddenly getting involved in lots 
of different ministries. The whispering begins: “Who does she think she is? She’s only been here five 
minutes.” This is dangerous territory. A misplaced sense of injustice turns to idle gossip and, as Pope Francis 
has said, “The devil destroys with the tongue, with idle chatter that divides.” 

Today we are invited to reflect on how God chooses to reveal mercy and love according to God’s own plan. 
God’s love is free and offered to all. We all come to know this at different times. A heart open to this beautiful 
truth will surely rejoice in both early and late comers.  (The Living Word) 


