
23 Bliss Avenue 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
Phone:  201-567-0450    
Visit our website 
www.smafathers.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sundays 
8:00 am;  10:00 am;  12 noon 
Weekdays & Holy Days 
8:00 am;  9:30 am; 11:45 am 
Christmas & New Year’s Day 
8:00 am; 10:00 am; 12 noon 

Confessions 
Saturdays  4:30 pm to 5:00 pm  

Bereavement & Visit to the Sick 

Contact Fr. Anbu Kumar 
201-567-0450 Ext 204 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Rosary 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 am 

Followed by Mass, Adoration 
and Benediction at 5:30 pm 

The Little Way of St. Therese of 
Lisieux 
2nd Sundays after 12 pm Mass 

Bible Reflection Group 
Thursdays: 7:30 pm in the hall 

Perpetual Mass Association 
Office open Monday-Friday 
from 8:00 am  to 3:00 pm 

S.M.A. Vocation Office 
Theresa Hicks, Lay Associates 
201-496-8394 

Fr. Julien Esse, SMA Priesthood 

201- 894-8611  

SUNDAY COLLECTION: $1,496 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Masses for the week of June 25—July 1 

Local and Provincial superior: 

Fr. Michael Moran, SMA.           

If you invite one of our priests 

out to  perform a sacramental  

function please make sure he is 

informed. 201-567-0450 x 218 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading: Jeremiah 20:10-13 

Surrounded by malice and threat, Jeremiah 
still retains confidence in God’s promise. 

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-15 

Humans brought sin into the world, but divine 
grace comes to us through Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Matthew 10:26-33 

There is no need to be afraid; we are totally 
and for ever in God’s care. 

JULY 4th  

COME JOIN US FOR      
A COMMUNITY   

COOK-OUT 

AFTER 11:45 am  MASS 

All are welcome! 

   DATE TIME            INTENTION     REQUESTED BY 

Sun. to Sat. 8:00  Liv. & Dec. Benefactors of SMA  

Sun. Jun 25 10:00  Fr. Terrance Doherty+ Carmela Marchese 

 12:00  Alejandro & Maria Ramirez de Arellano+ Friends 

Mon. Jun 26 9:30  Alejandro & Maria Ramirez de Arellano+ Friends 

 11:45  James D. Kurpiel+ 3rd Anniv. Michelle & Michael Supper 

Tues. Jun 27 9:30  Joseph Jeen & Ancy George (Liv.) Ancy George 

 11:45  Rufino Ambrocio+ Mely & Ben Ramirez 

Wed. Jun 28 9:30  Maternal Grandparents+ Veronica McDonagh 

 11:45  Pauline Schweitzer+ Paula Schweitzer 

Thur. Jun 29 9:30  Alejandro & Maria Ramirez de Arellano+ Friends 

 11:45  David E. Wilson Mary Fischbach 

Fri. Jun 30 9:30  Alejandro & Maria Ramirez de Arellano+ Friends 

 11:45  Eileen Hopkins+ Mary Quinn and Family 

Sat. July 1 9:30  Special Int. Neill, Forgrave Families  

 11:45  Special Int. Stoever, Lukchis Families  

Today,  June 25th marks the 

158th Anniversary of the 

Founder of the Society of 

African Missions,  Msgr. 

Melchior de Marion  Brésillac. 

Please join us for 12 noon 

Mass followed by a Cook-out 

in the Courtyard. 



 

On June 25th, we commemorate our Founder Msgr. Melchior de Marion Bresillac’s 158th Anniversary of his 

death in Freetown, Sierra Leone.   His companions also gave their  lives for the spread of the Gospel.  Before     

our Founder can be canonized, we need a few recognized miracles. The S.M.A. Family invites you to ask our     

Founder’s intercession for  your  dire needs.    

   Prayer for the Canonization of  Bishop Melchior de Marion Bresillac 

     Lord God, You called Melchior de Marion Bresillac to serve You.  To make you known and loved,             

You sent him to India and then to Africa.  For You, he gave everything, even his very life.  So that his        

life and teaching may inspire a missionary commitment in Christians today, we trust that the Church       

will recognize the holiness of this great servant of mission and that, by his intercession, we will receive       

the graces of which we have need.  (In particular … ) 

                                      We ask this through Jesus Christ our  Lord.   Amen. 

Commemorating the 158th Anniversary of Msgr. Melchior de Marion Bresillac’s Death 



         Intercession through Mgr. Mechior de Marion Brésillac –  The Case of Sierra Leone 

     My name is Valery Aguh, SMA from Togo. I am an SMA missionary working in Sierra Leone since 2013.    

I work in a team of 3 members: Fr. David Agbevanoo, SMA from Ghana, Fr. Francis Patrickson, SMA from In-

dia and myself. We live in a small village called Kwama which is about 45 Km from Freetown, the Capital city 

of Sierra Leone.  I strongly believe that our founder Msgr. Melchior de Marion Bresillac and his companions, 

who died in Freetown, are actively present with us in our mission. Their intercessions are real and effective. Two  

major events and experiences move me to say this.                                                                      

      Firstly, we had no house of our own. We started the mission in Sierra Leone living in a rented house. The 

Archdiocese of Freetown had an agreement with Rome to find accommodations for us.  They rented a house for 

us from November 12, 2012 for a period of one year. In November 2013, the landlord informed the Archdiocese 

that he would not renew the contract as he needed his property for some other purpose. It was then that we     

realized that we needed the help of God to get a house where we could live.  Fr. David and I  started praying 

every morning through the intercession of our Founder to help us get a house and to settle down in our mission. 

Alongside this intention we also prayed for the canonization of our SMA founder and visited his tomb and those 

of his companions every two weeks. We persevered in this prayer until Fr. Francis Patrikson joined us in March 

2014.  Shortly after his arrival there was the tragic Ebola outbreak. Together we prayed even harder for our 

Founder to help us find a house and to protect us from Ebola. The Archdiocese was responsible to find our  

housing, but were facing some challenges  and were unable to provide the needed accommodations. At the same 

time, the SMA General Council in Rome was waiting for the Archdiocese to confirm about the housing. In June 

2014, Fr. David went for his leave and, Fr Francis and I continued praying for these intentions. On June 22nd we 

went to clean the graveyard of our Founder in preparation for the anniversary of his death on June 25th. It was at 

that time when we were cleaning the graveyard that Fr. Patrikson, our team leader, received a phone call from 

the S.M.A. Superior General announcing that they had found some money for us to build a house.                 

What a wonderful message! Great was our joy! We prayed thanking God for the answered prayer through the 

intercession of our founder, Msgr. Melchior de Marion Bresillac. 

     Secondly, during the Ebola outbreak we prayed during our morning and evening prayers for the intercession 

of our Founder - to help us to be safe and not repeat the history of our early SMAs, so that we will be able to 

achieve the goal of our mission in Sierra Leone. Looking back at the conditions we worked in, trying to save 

people’s lives without proper equipment, it was a miracle that we survived. Fr. Patrikson and I, with minimal 

protective equipment (simple gloves and sprayers), helped to take the sick people to the Ebola holding and    

Treatment Centers.  Later receiving the news that they had succumbed to the disease was traumatizing. We 

feared for lives and our superiors also were concerned for our safety. Our motto was:  Prayer and Sprayer!  We 

trusted in God only.  We agreed among ourselves that we would continue to stay with the people to whom we 

were sent, to be a sign of God’s love for them. We carried out our duties with the awareness of the danger that 

we could catch the deathly disease at any time. Coming out of the Ebola outbreak safely, I am convinced, was 

because of our Founder’s intercession.                                                               Fr. Valery Aguh, S.M.A. 

Some Photos of Fr. Valery Aguh, S.M.A. and Fr. Francis Patrikson, S.M.A. during Ebola outbreak.  Their Motto:  Prayer and Sprayer!    



Letter of Support for the Cause of the Servant of God  

Monsignor Melchior de Marion Brésillac  

 

Dear Fr Fachtna, 

 

Please receive greetings from Kumasi, Ghana. 

May I crave your indulgence to write in support of the Cause of the Servant of God, Monsignor Melchior de 
Marion Brésillac, for his Canonization. 

One of the greatest Missionaries I encountered in my minor seminary Church History studies and whose life 
impressed me most was Monsignor Marion Brésillac. His name was a household word among the seminarians. 
He was reputed to be a very holy man, a great missionary, an extremely prayerful person who married his 
personal Christian convictions, especially about the missions, with what the Church's direction was. 

In him the famous eternal words of Christ were vividly exemplified, "By their fruits you will know 

them," (Matthew 7:16) and "A good tree bears good fruits." (Matthew 7:17) 

The extraordinary missionary work of the Society he founded obviously going by its charism and founder's 
intention is an incontrovertible testimony that he was an evangelizer whose spirit and zeal no serious 
missionary could overlook.  

I never saw Monsignor Marion Brésillac but if the intention of canonizing somebody is to present such a 
person as one worthy of veneration and whose life is to be emulated, then Monsignor Marion Brésillac 
more than qualifies to be canonized. 

His amazing spirit of sacrifice is nowhere more demonstrated than in his determination to go to West Africa 
when he knew that any of the deadly diseases of the White Man's Grave, which at that time had no known 
remedy, would surely kill him, as, indeed, . yellow fever did. 

His life shows extraordinary heroism as a Christian in every aspect of the ministry or evangelization. 

I humbly submit that Monsignor Marion Brésillac is worthy of the highest ecclesiastical recognition. 

Therefore, I support the Cause for his canonization in the name of the Triune God, the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 

 
May God bless you and the community. With His peace and love, I remain, Yours Fraternally in the 
Eternal Priest, 
 

 

 

Most Rev. Peter K. Sarpong SMA 

(ARCHBISHOP EMERITUS OF KUMASI, GHANA) 

 


