
23 Bliss Avenue 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
Phone:  201-567-0450    
Visit our website 
www.smafathers.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sundays 
8:00 am;  10:00 am;  12 noon 
Weekdays & Holy Days 
8:00 am;  9:30 am; 11:45 am 
Confessions 
Saturdays  4:30 pm to 5:00 pm  

Bereavement & Visit to the Sick 

Contact Fr. Anbu Kumar 
201-567-0450 Ext 204 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Rosary 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 am 

Followed by Mass, Adoration 
and Benediction at 5:30 pm 

The Little Way of St. Therese 
of Lisieux 
2nd Sundays after 12 pm Mass 

Bible Reflection Group 
Thursdays: 7:30 pm in the hall 

Perpetual Mass Association 
Office open Monday-Friday 
from 8:00 am  to 3:00 pm 

S.M.A. Vocation Office 
Fr. Julien Esse, SMA  
201- 894-8611  

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Masses for the week of MAY 13—MAY 19, 2018 

Local Superior:  

Fr. Anbu Kumar, SMA 

Provincial Superior: 

Fr. Michael Moran, SMA.                     

If you invite one of our priests out        

to  perform a sacramental  function    

please make sure he is informed.       

201-567-0450 x 218 

Sunday Collection:  $1,604.00 

Thank you for your support. 

Date Time Intention Requested by: 

Sun.-Sat. 8:00 Liv & Dec Benefactors of SMA   

Sun. MAY  13 10:00 Gerarda Mauro+ & Geraldine Rose+ Mother’s Day Susan & Bob Iacullo 

  12:00 M. J. Mulheren+ & Jerzyz Maziarz+  Barbara Mulheren and Family 

Mon. MAY 14 9:30 Special Intentions of Mary Quinn & Family  

  11:45 Benita Maduramente+ Rosanne 

Tue. MAY 15 9:30 Jack & Anna Michael (RIP) Veronica Mc Donagh 

  11:45 Sung Choi Family & Mariana Cho (Liv) Mariana Cho 

Wed. MAY 16 9:30 Frayda Ascrate (Liv) Erlinda Cortez 

  11:45 William M. Jeffers+ Maureen & John O’Brien 

Thurs. MAY  17 9:30 John V. & Helen Breen More+  

  11:45 Herman List+ John Tietjen 

Fri. MAY   18 9:30 Eileen Neary+ Veronica Lee 

  11:45 In Memory of Geraghty Family  Maureen & John O’Brien  

Sat. MAY  19 9:30 Richard Ahern+ Neary Family  

  11:45 In Memory of O’Brien Family  Maureen & John O’Brien  

Happy Mother’s Day   

“Her children rise up and praise her; her husband, too, extols her:  “Many are the 

women of proven worth, but you have excelled them all.” Charm is deceptive and 

beauty fleeting; the women who fears the LORD is to be praised.  Give her a 

reward of her labors, and let her works praise her at the city gates.” 

        Proverbs 31: 28-31 



REFLECTION 
Watching an aircraft take-off and cruise into the skies can be indeed very fascinating. As kids, older persons 
told us tales that those aircrafts actually enter into heaven and emerge again with all the passengers and their 
belongings. Imagine your first experience in an aircraft. The taking off with the sinking effects. Imagine also 
being up there enveloped by clouds and looking up and seeing the blue skies glistering with celestial 
brightness. Often one wonders if heaven is just few miles away. 

This week we had an event that is very much related to being thrown into the air or be flown in an aircraft that 
goes deep into the clouds; the ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ though not into the air but into heaven. 

The verb “to ascend” means to rise or move to a higher point, degree or rank. To proceed from an inferior 
position to a superior one. To move or slope upwards as opposed to going downwards. The ascension of our 
Lord Jesus Christ into heaven has so much to teach us and we have so much to learn. 

In the first place, it marks the exaltation of our Lord Jesus Christ who first humbled himself taking the form of 
a slave (Phil.2:6-8). It is also a fulfilment of the promise of our Lord Jesus Christ: “I will go and prepare a 
place for you…” (John 14:2-3). It is further an assurance of the immediate coming of the Holy Spirit: 
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate 
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. (John 16:7). 

The ascension functions in redirecting our focus. We are given a sustained idea of where our help should come 
from. In line with this, St. Paul advised: “So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ (who ascended) is seated at the right hand of God” (Col.3:1). The ascension here becomes 
more of an active spiritual antenna directing us forward and heavenward. In this way, we are not discouraged 
from mundane and perishable commodities. They become obsolete with the ascension of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

The Newtonian law of gravity seems to have relevance within the framework of the ascension of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In the Newtonian third law of gravity, he stated that: “Whatever goes up must surely come 
down!” Applied to the ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ, we believe that he will come back again as he 
ascended into heaven. This means that we must await his coming not by idly gazing into the skies like those 
who were there on the ascension site (Acts.1:9-11). Instead, we are advised to go about preparing ourselves by 
following the instructions he gave to us while he was on earth and living according to his will. 

The ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ is a productive divine energy bringing about our own individual and 
communal ascension above the devil and sin, above matter and misery, above darkness and damnation. We 
obviously cannot have an ascended Lord while living a descended life. We cannot have a glorified Lord while 
we remain unpopular and unfamed. Let us then connect actively with our ascended Lord and thus experience 
the much-anticipated rising in every corner of our lives. 

Obviously, we all anticipate and look forward to various forms of “ascension” in our businesses, employment, 
careers, academics and even our moral and spiritual lives. These we cannot achieve by our self-imposed or 
self-motivated jumps. We ultimately need the ascended Lord to draw us up by his able hands. This simply 
means allowing God to orchestrate our ascension or success put in another way. 

May the ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ bring about our individual and collective “ascension” in various 
aspects of our lives. I wish you completely blessed ascendable moments ahead. 

Fr. Anthony Korir 
 

Today’s Readings 
First Reading Acts 1:1-11 
Prior to his ascension, Jesus promises the apostles that they will be his witnesses when the Spirit comes upon them. 
 
Second Reading Ephesians 1:17-23 
Paul prays that we may be filled with hope as we are enlightened to understand the full rich mystery of Christ. 
 
Gospel Mark 16:15-20 
Jesus sends the apostles out to proclaim the Good News and promises that signs will accompany them. 


