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A

C

B

Above: A: Fr. Francis Kim baptizing an infant. B: Delivering a homily at Mass in an out-station. C: Paul Song (L)
and Fr. Kim (Front) have a photo with fellow-missionaries in Tanzania.

Update from Bugisi, Tanzania!
“I pray that all those who read
this article will be filled with the
grace of Jesus’ Resurrection.”
My name is Fr. Francis Kim. I
have served as a parish priest in
South Korea for many years. Now,
I am an S.M.A. Priest Associate,
serving in Bugisi, Tanzania.
I have already been in Tanzania
for ten months. Many things are
different than I had expected, and I
am often surprised. It’s hard sometimes, but I am happy to be serving
here with God's help.
The Bugisi Parish covers a very
large area. We have 32 out-stations.
There are close to 1,000 parishioners at the main Church every
Sunday.
This Easter, nearly 300 people

were baptized. For this reason, I live
a very full and busy life, and I find it
very rewarding.
When I was a parish priest in
Seoul, I took many things for granted. But since I became a missionary,
I have a deep sense of appreciation.
I can appreciate small things and
feel the touch of God through a variety of things not seen in the city.
Many things are scarce and it is not
easy and there are times when it is
quite hard, but I live with the belief
that these sacrifices will be a good
offering to God.
Again, I hope and pray that
everyone who reads this article will
know the grace of the Risen Jesus.
by Fr. Francis Kim,
(S.M.A. Priest Associate)
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Korean Signing for “I love you.”

Above: (L-R) Fr. Steven Jun and
Fr. Michael Moran, S.M.A.
Provincial. Fr. Moran has been
very instrumental welcoming
Korean Missionaries to S.M.A.
Fr. Steven is the 4th S.M.A.
Associate from Korea to join
S.M.A. to serve in the missions in
Tanzania! S.M.A. is very grateful
to God for the wonderful new life
and zeal our priests and lay
Associates from Korea bring to the
African Missions.

The Daily Life of an S.M.A. Seminarian in Nairobi, Kenya

Jacob Senou, S.M.A.
Seminarian, Kenya.
Who are you and where do you
come from? Hello to all! My
name is Jacob Senou. I am from
Togo and in my third year of
theological studies in Nairobi.
Life for me and for most people,
is a mixture of routine and novelty.
Routine because we plan our days
and try our best to fulfil our daily
schedules, which follow a pattern.
Novelty because we are not the sole
masters of the future and thus we
live with an openness to it and what
comes our way in terms of
opportunities, challenges and the
unknown. We accept and live in
faith that we are in the hands of
God. Life in the seminary or in the
formation house does not escape
this rule and pattern of life. It is
from this perspective that I share
with you about my daily life in the
SMA House of Formation in
Nairobi.
A typical day for me begins
when I wake up at 5.00 am on
weekdays and at 6:30 am during
weekends. Dietrich Bonhoeffer
wisely reminds us that, “the very

first moments of a new day do not
belong to our plans and sorrows,
nor to the consuming commitments
of our work, but to God’s freeing
grace, to God’s blessed nearness,”
so the first thing I do when I wake
up is to pray and thank God for the
good night I had and for the new
day received as a gift.
Then I prepare myself for the
community activities which begin
at 6.00 am with our community
morning prayers and Mass - except
on Tuesdays and Thursdays when
we have Mass in the evening. These
times of prayer are for me very
important moments of the day as I
dedicate my day's activities to God
and ask for blessings. After prayer
there follows some morning
assignments which consist of
cleaning the corridors and some
important areas of our house in
order to keep it tidy and habitable
for all of us. When these tasks are
accomplished, I take breakfast and
prepare to go to school.
Tangaza University College,
where we take our courses, is a 20
minutes walk from our house.
Classes usually begin at 8.30 am
and end at 1.15 pm. Twice a week,
we have afternoon sessions which
extend up to 4.15 pm. Walking to
school is always an enjoyable time
for me and my friends as we share
stories and experiences on the way
to and from school. When I happen
to be alone on the road, it still
remains a nice time as I meditate
while saying the Rosary.
On the days we do not go to
school in the afternoons, our house
program is made in such a way that
we have a nap after lunch and then
go for manual work or sport by
4.00 pm. I really enjoy playing

football or lawn-tennis during the
times allotted to games. For me the
most challenging and tiring day is
Thursday as I come directly from
school, after seven hours of class,
and then do my assigned manual
work. However, I understand and
accept that both study and work are
important dimensions of my
missionary formation in view of the
demands of the life on mission in
the future. “Laborare est orare” St
Benedict reminds us!
My evening programs are more
relaxed. I usually do my spiritual
readings from 5.30 pm to 6.00 pm
and then get ready for Mass or
Vespers or singing practices, which
begins at 6.15 pm. This is followed
by supper. After supper, I have a
short time for recreation and
relaxation. I then consecrate the rest
of the evening to my studies in the
quietness of my room.
On Saturdays, I usually go out
on pastoral work in the morning.
This activity can be varied.
Students are involved visiting the
street children in their centre of
rehabilitation or in helping to take
care of the disabled people who are
at the Mother Teresa Centre or in
visiting the sick in hospitals.
Presently I am engaged in a
pastoral work with the HIV positive
children and children with special
needs. This weekly pastoral
experience is really necessary for
my formation. Through it I discover
where the most abandoned are and
what their daily life experience
means. It is such people who are at
the heart of our charism as SMA. In
addition, engaging with them
reminds me of our human condition
and its
(Continued on Page 3)

The Daily Life . . .(Continued)
(Continued from Page 2) limitations, sufferings and
struggles. As a future missionary I know that much of
my ministry will be working with people like those I
meet during my pastoral work.
On Sundays, I wake up at 6.30 am and go for my
personal time with the Blessed Sacrament. Later, after
community morning prayers and Mass, I am free to
spend the rest of the day visiting friends and families
while making sure I refresh myself to begin the new
week of activities well both in mind, heart and body.
These are the scheduled aspects of my life in the
formation house here in Nairobi. However behind
every minute of these organized activities lies the
hand of God who guides us safely through them. I
know I am about to sleep, but I do not know if and
how I will wake up. I know I am going to school, but I
do not know what is going to happen there. I know I

am going on pastoral work, but do not really know who
I am going to encounter or how it is going to unfold.
These form part of the novelties of my formation and
life which I enjoy as they occur because I know I have a
Father who knows me, loves me and cares about me.
The overall purpose and style of our formation
program is to enable the process of discernment of my
vocation in life. It is an ongoing challenge and process.
Now I believe the Lord is calling me to be a missionary
priest with the SMA. I am often reminded of the
challenge the call which our Founder, Melchior Marion
de Bresillac, puts before all of us when he invites us “to
be a missionary from the bottom of my heart.”
The formation years are important as they build the
foundation to ensure that this ideal will continue to be a
reality in my life as I live, work and pray each day. It is
my dream and my hope!
S.M.A. Seminarian Jacob Senou
S.M.A. Staff and
Seminarians in
the Theologate
in Langata,
Kenya, have a
photo taken
during the visit
of the S.M.A.
Superior General
Fr. Fachtna
O’Driscoll,
S.M.A. (2nd row,
4th from Left).

Teaching Computer Classes in Ng’wandoya, Tanzania
Mr. Paul Song, (S.M.A. Lay Associate), is stationed in
Ng’wandoya, Tanzania. He is teaching computer classes to
the High School Students. He is happy to share his skills
and knowledge to assist the students to keep up with the
technology that is advancing so rapidly in the modern world.
Their newly acquired skills will provide opportunities for the
students, so they too will have access to the information and
news that affects our Global Family! Paul’s focus in living
the Gospel is to be a brother to those he encounters daily in
Tanzania. Paul spent 4 months in language School learning
Swahili so he is able to communicate with the people and
listen to their stories. Paul writes: “I am happy to be an
S.M.A. missionary in Tanzania!”
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On Discernment
Discernment seems like an easy task, you make a decision and
you go with it, however it's not so easy and true discernment goes
so much deeper than that. Listening to God's subtle voice and that
gentle nudge is sometimes very hard to figure out especially with
all of life's other distractions. However quiet prayer, patience
and getting advice from others seems to be the key and after four
months of discernment I have finally made a decision to renew
my contract with the Society of African Missions for another two
years.
I really can't explain to most people why I am wanting to
return to Africa. Life in a foreign land is not easy but the bottom
line is that I have never been so content in my entire life and I
know deep down this is where God wants me to be. I just have to
keep trusting in Him and I know every thing will be all right.
There are so many people to thank for helping me with my
decision in fact too numerous to list but you all know who you
are plus words cannot express my gratitude for your prayers and
help with my decision. May God bless you all abundantly.
Joe Worthington, (S.M.A. Lay Associate)
(Left):

Joe Worthington,
(S.M.A. Lay Associate)
with Liberian friends
while doing his outreach visits to the sick
and elderly in the old
Liberian Refugee Camp
in Buduburam, Ghana.

Living the
Joy of the Gospel
Msgr. Melchior de
Marion Bresillac
Founder of the
Society of African
Missions

Message from the Founder:
“The joy I wish you, that which
must be the faithful companion
of our work, is the joy of heart,
the joy of a pure conscience, the
joy of a servant who loves his
master and who rejoices in
working for him. It is the joy of
a vocation which makes us feel
at home wherever the Lord sends
us. It envies nothing, regrets
nothing, because it has only one
desire in the world: to do what
God wishes and nothing else.”

No Greater Love
“This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than
this, that he lay down his life for his friends”. John 15: 12-13

On March 20, 2018, Fr. Adam Bartkowicz, S.M.A., lost his life saving a drowning fellow-missionary.
The friend’s life was saved but Adam entered into his Eternal Reward.
Fr. Adam was ordained an S.M.A. priest on June 22, 2013. He served in Tanzania
for the past 5 years—3 years in Ngudu (Diocese of Mwanza) and the last 2 years
on Ukara Island (Diocese of Bunda). He was attending the Inter-Congregational
Ongoing Formation Program at Bagamoyo, Tanzania, when he drowned while
saving another’s life.
May God grant Adam eternal peace and joy in His Presence.
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