
23 Bliss Avenue 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
Phone:  201-567-0450    
Visit our website 
www.smafathers.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sundays 
8:00 am;  10:00 am;  12 noon 
Weekdays & Holy Days 
8:00 am;  9:30 am; 11:45 am 
Christmas & New Year’s Day 
8:00 am; 10:00 am; 12 noon 

Confessions 
Saturdays  4:30 pm to 5:00 pm  

Bereavement & Visit to the Sick 
Contact Fr. Anbu Kumar 
201-567-0450 Ext 204 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Rosary 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 am 

Followed by Mass, Adoration 
and Benediction at 5:30 pm 

The Little Way of St. Therese of 
Lisieux 
2nd Sundays after 12 pm Mass 

Bible Reflection Group 
Thursdays: 7:30 pm in the hall 

Perpetual Mass Association 
Office open Monday-Friday 
from 8:00 am  to 3:00 pm 

S.M.A. Vocation Office 
Theresa Hicks, Lay Associates 
201-496-8394 

Fr. Julien Esse, SMA Priesthood 

201- 894-8611  

2nd week Ord. Time 

Masses for the week of JAN. 14-20 

Local and Provincial superior: 

Fr. Michael Moran, SMA.           

If you invite one of our priests 

out to  perform a sacramental  

function please make sure he is 

informed. 201-567-0450 x 218 

 

Date Time Intention Requested by: 

Sun.-Sat. 8:00 Liv & Dec Benefactors of SMA   

Sun. Jan. 14 10:00 Joseph & Grace Abbadessa+ Abbadessa Family 

  12:00 Sal & Gino Pico+ Sister & Nephew 

Mon. Jan. 15 9:30 Margaret Doonan+ Susan Murphy 

  11:45 Edward Mangino+ Charles and Diana Colombo 

Tue. Jan. 16 9:30 In Memory of Quinn Family Mary Quinn & Family 

  11:45 Socorro Zuluaga+ Martha Paladino 

Wed. Jan. 17 9:30 Rosa Fernandez  (Liv) Friend 

  11:45 Leticia Ricafrente Lawler+ John Lawler 

Thurs. Jan. 18 9:30 Eugene Bryda+ Breda & Benny Walsh 

  11:45 Angelica R. Fernandez+ Daughters 

Fri. Jan. 19 9:30 Aideen O'Sullivan Breda & Benny Walsh 

  11:45 Michael Peltier+ Michelle Supper 

Sat. Jan. 20 9:30 Una Neary Sheehan Neary Family 

  11:45 Ida & Andrea Luisi Pastore Family 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading 1 Samuel 3:3-10. 19 

After being called four times by God, the boy Samuel 
understands who it is and responds: “Speak, Lord, 
your servant is listening.” 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 6:13-15. 17-20  Unit-
ed with Jesus, we are one spirit with him and our bod-
ies become temples of the Holy Spirit.   

Gospel John 1:35-42   John the Baptist points out Je-
sus as “the Lamb of God” and two of his followers 
become Jesus’ first disciples. 

With the  present health situation we will not be    

shaking hands during the sign of peace. 



Reflection 2nd week of ordinary time   

Everybody knew Josh. He was an elderly man, always ready to do a good turn for anyone. He had a son 
who was a priest, and he was widely respected in the parish. One day a group of parishioners were talking 
about what they would like to do in life, if they had their time again. When it came to Josh’s turn, he took eve-
ryone by surprise: “What I’d want to be is what I’ve always wanted to be, a good plumber!” Everyone knew 
that Josh was a plumber. Plumbing was his job, his vocation, though Josh would never have called it that be-
cause in those days the word “vocation” was pretty well restricted – at least in Catholic circles – to priests and 
nuns.  

But in fact “vocation” simply means a calling. And all of us share in that first, most basic and most won-
derful calling, the one we received at baptism – that of being a follower of Christ. But within that vocation the 
Lord calls us to serve him in a variety of other ways – as married or single, priest or religious, teacher, police 
officer or plumber. 

Today’s readings give us two vocation stories. The first concerns a young boy called Samuel, who lived in 
the ancient Hebrew temple at Shiloh. One night he heard a voice calling his name. Assuming it was the old 
priest Eli, he went to him, only to be told to go back to bed because Eli certainly hadn’t called him. The same 
thing happened twice more, and Eli realised that it was God who was doing the calling; he advised young 
Samuel that if he heard the voice again he should respond: “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.” Samuel 
did as he was told, and the outcome was that he “grew up and the Lord was with him and let no word of his 
fall to the ground”. It seems that Samuel continued listening for God’s word and was always ready to follow 
it. He became a great leader of God’s people. 

The second vocation story is in the Gospel, and concerns two of John the Baptist’s disciples. One day, as 
Jesus passes by, John says: “Look, there is the lamb of God.” The disciples begin following Jesus. He turns 
and asks: “What do you want?” Perhaps taken by surprise, they answer rather vaguely: “Rabbi… where do 
you live?” But in John’s Gospel words like “live” or “stay” or “dwell” often have a deeper meaning; they are 
asking: where do we meet you, where do we encounter you, how do we get to know you? Jesus’ answer is 
simple: “Come and see.” They respond to his invitation; they stay with him all that day; they become his 
friends for life.  

God has a call for everyone; it’s the call to holiness, to intimate friendship; and that vocation is fulfilled 
principally in the living out of our daily life and the various vocations it involves. Like young Samuel, who 
prayed: “Speak, Lord, your servant is listening,” we are called to have a listening ear or, better, a listening 
heart, a heart open enough and alert enough to hear God’s word and respond to it. We listen to God’s word 
not only at Mass, or when we read the scriptures, but also when God speaks to us, softly and gently, through 
the people we meet, the events that make up our lives, the inspirations that come to our minds and hearts.  

There is sound advice for us behind the question Jesus put to the two disciples-to-be. “What do you 
want?” he asked them. It’s a question he always puts to those who want to be his friends. The answer he’s 
looking for is not some smart flippant reply, like winning the lottery, but an absolutely serious one, an answer 
on which we pin our lives. And the answer is not for God’s benefit but for ours. It shows where our priorities 
lie in relation to God, to other people and to the world around us. Perhaps in a moment of silence in this Mass, 
we might hear the Lord asking us: “What do you want, really want above all else?” If, in our stumbling way, 
we can reply: “I want you; I want to be your friend. Where do you live?”, then he will answer, as he answered 
those first friends of his: “Come and see.” Come and you will see for yourself that you have answered the 
most wonderful calling of all.        (The Living Word) 

Collections: Dec. 31  $1,965 

          Jan. 7     $1,023 

We thank you for your      

support and hope that your 

had a very festive, and joyous 

celebrations these past couple 

of weeks. 

Q: What do you call a fake noodle? A: An Impasta  
Q: What do you call an alligator in a vest?  A: An Investigator  
Q: What happens if you eat yeast and shoe polish? A: Every morning you'll 
rise and shine!    Q: "What's the difference between a guitar and a fish?" A: 
"You can't tuna fish."  
Q: Why did the banana go to the Doctor? A: Because it was not peeling well  
Q: Why is England the wettest country? A: Because the queen has reigned 
there for years!  
 


