
23 Bliss Avenue 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
Phone:  201-567-0450    
Visit our website 
www.smafathers.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sundays 
8:00 am;  10:00 am;  12 noon 
Weekdays & Holy Days 
8:00 am;  9:30 am; 11:45 am 
Christmas & New Year’s Day 
8:00 am; 10:00 am; 12 noon 

Confessions 
Saturdays  4:30 pm to 5:00 pm  

Bereavement & Visit to the Sick 
Contact Fr. Anbu Kumar 
201-567-0450 Ext 204 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Rosary 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 am 

Followed by Mass, Adoration 
and Benediction at 5:30 pm 

The Little Way of St. Therese of 
Lisieux 
2nd Sundays after 12 pm Mass 

Bible Reflection Group 
Thursdays: 7:30 pm in the hall 

Perpetual Mass Association 
Office open Monday-Friday 
from 8:00 am  to 3:00 pm 

S.M.A. Vocation Office 
Theresa Hicks, Lay Associates 
201-496-8394 

Fr. Julien Esse, SMA Priesthood 

201- 894-8611  

SUNDAY COLLECTION:  1,214. 

Thank you for your support. 

 4th Week of Advent & 

OCTAVE OF CHRISTMAS 

Masses for the week of Dec. 24-30 

Local and Provincial superior: 

Fr. Michael Moran, SMA.           

If you invite one of our priests 

out to  perform a sacramental  

function please make sure he is 

informed. 201-567-0450 x 218 

 Come  Lord Jesus 

WISHING YOU ALL A HAPPY AND HOLY CHRISTMAS  

 

O HOLY NIGHT, O SILENT NIGHT 

NAME Time Intention Requested by: 

Sun.-Sat. 8:00 Liv & Dec Benefactors of SMA   

Sun. Dec. 24 10:00 Iacullo, Mauro & Sozio Fam. Susan & Bob Iacullo 

  12:00 Benita Maduranente+ Rosanne 

Mon. Dec. 25 10:00 Liv & Dec Benefactors of SMA   

  12:00 Liv & Dec Benefactors of SMA   

Tue. Dec. 26 9:30 Dec. Mem. Abitante & Falotico Fam.   

  11:45 Charles & Marie Latino+ Robert J. Latino 

Wed. Dec. 27 9:30 Zajenkowski Fam (Liv) Barbara & Joe Mulheren 

  11:45 Virgil & Laura Costa+ Victoria Ann Costa 

Thurs. Dec. 28 9:30 Maria Valdes+ Friends 

  11:45 Braulio Monroy+ Richard & Lydia Michalowski 

Fri. Dec. 29 9:30 Nora Murphy+ Winnie Grealish 

  11:45 Maria Valdes+ Friends 

Sat. Dec. 30 9:30 Bill Moran+ Birthday Jinnie Moran 

  11:45 Emilia Ambrocio+ Mely & Ben Ramirez 



 
MEMORIAL DONATION:  The Altar Bread,Wine and Sanctuary Candle this week, are    

offered in memory of MaryLou Gamble by Babe & Joe LoBianco.   Altar Candles in 

memory of Sr. Trinity by Ann. 

 
CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE: 

Sunday Dec. 24:  8:00,  10:00 and 12 noon Mass                                                                                    

Christmas Eve: Mass at 8:00 PM with fellowship afterwards. 

Monday 25:   8:00, 10:00 and 12 noon Mass. 

Gospel Teaching  

For the people of the prophet Isaiah’s day, life was dark and desperate. The leaders of the people were in 
exile in Babylon, while the poor of the land lived under an army of occupation. It was in this darkness 
that Isaiah began to see the light of God’s saving promise coming to fulfilment. He foresaw the day when 
a child would be born for the throne of David who would lead his people into a new era of peace, justice 
and integrity. Well, the exile did come to an end, some sort of religious life was restored in the Temple of 
Jerusalem, but the dark days of foreign occupation continued with a succession of rulers from Persia, 
Greece and Rome. The people were still walking in darkness, longing for the light of the promised Mes-
siah, the anointed king, the son of David, who would establish God’s kingdom and restore the fortunes of 
Israel. 

It is against this background of political and social darkness that we find the story of the birth of Jesus. 
The census of Caesar Augustus was another act of social oppression, making sure that everyone in this 
subject nation could be counted for the purpose of taxation. As we experience still today, those who suf-
fer most in every political arrangement are poor people, and among the poorest of the poor in Jesus’ day 
were the shepherds keeping watch over their sheep by night. They were the first to receive the Good 
News. In the darkness of their night watch, in the darkness of their lack of hope for the future, the glory 
of the Lord shone around them and the angel of the Lord announced: “Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring 
you news of great joy.” 

Application 

In many parts of our world today, people are still walking in darkness. For them, too, it may be the expe-
rience of exile, refugees from their homes and countries on account of war, violence and hatred. For 
some, their darkness may be the loneliness of broken relationships, bereavement, sickness or old age. 
The artificial light of our world promises happiness through wealth and possessions, but in reality this is 
only light pollution preventing us from recognising the true light shining in the dark. The light of God’s 
love, revealed to the poor shepherds in the sign of “a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger”, is still to be found. In tiny tin mission chapels in the heart of Africa as well as in grand basilicas 
of the great cities of the world, men and women of faith are gathering tonight to celebrate their faith. Je-
sus, Son of God and son of Mary, is born in the hearts of all those who believe. As we join together in 
peace and joy, the darkness of our lives dissipates, we begin to see the light again. We see the way we 
have to go, the way of compassion, the way of reconciliation, the way of communion with Jesus and with 
all those who share faith with us. 

The darker the night, the brighter the stars shine. Tonight let us look around and see the light of God’s 
love reflected in the eyes of all those who share our celebration. As we are encouraged by the example of 
so many “stars”, let us remember that our life is also a shining star for people around us. May they see 
the example of our faith, hope and love so that the light of God’s love may increase to become “a joy to 
be shared by the whole people”. 

           The Living Word 


