
23 Bliss Avenue 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
Phone:  201-567-0450    
Visit our website 
www.smafathers.org 

Mass Schedule 
Sundays 
8:00 am;  10:00 am;  12 noon 
Weekdays & Holy Days 
8:00 am;  9:30 am; 11:45 am 
Christmas & New Year’s Day 
8:00 am; 10:00 am; 12 noon 

Confessions 
Saturdays  4:30 pm to 5:00 pm  

Bereavement & Visit to the Sick 
Contact Fr. Anbu Kumar 
201-567-0450 Ext 204 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Rosary 
Every Wednesday at 11:00 am 

Followed by Mass, Adoration 
and Benediction at 5:30 pm 

The Little Way of St. Therese of 
Lisieux 
2nd Sundays after 12 pm Mass 

Bible Reflection Group 
Thursdays: 7:30 pm in the hall 

Perpetual Mass Association 
Office open Monday-Friday 
from 8:00 am  to 3:00 pm 

S.M.A. Vocation Office 
Theresa Hicks, Lay Associates 
201-496-8394 

Fr. Julien Esse, SMA Priesthood 

201- 894-8611  

SUNDAY COLLECTION: $1,670. 

Thank you for your support. 

20th week in Ordinary time  

Masses for the week of Aug.  20-26th 

Local and Provincial superior: 

Fr. Michael Moran, SMA.           

If you invite one of our priests 

out to  perform a sacramental  

function please make sure he is 

informed. 201-567-0450 x 218 

Announcements: 

Raffle tickets for the drawing on Dec. 
2nd are now available.  The ticket costs 
$5 and 1st prize is $2,200 gift certificate 
from Liberty Travel and second prize is 
an iphone 7plus.  So if you are looking to 
travel take a chance.   Contact Ms.       
Paladino if you want more information.  

 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Isaiah 56:1. 6-7   For-
eigners will be brought to God’s house 
in Jerusalem. 
 

Second Reading Romans 11:13-15. 29-
32    Paul hopes that his mission to the 
Gentiles will ultimately lead to the con-
version of the Jews. 
  

Gospel Matthew 15:21-28  

The persistent faith of a pagan woman 
wins the healing of her sick child.  

DATE TIME      INTENTION      REQUESTED BY: 

Sun. - Sat. 8:00 Liv and Dec Benefactors of SMA   

Sun. Aug 20 10:00 Una Neary Sheehan (liv) Neary Family 

  12:00 Luka & Porcja Families+ Barbara & Joe Mulheren 

Mon. Aug 21 9:30 Ralph Iacullo+ (Birthday) Susan & Bob Iacullo 

  11:45 Joseph Phillips+ Doris Lukchis & Family 

Tue. Aug 22 8:00 Joseph Phillips+ Martha Paladino 

  11:45 George Gardes, Jr+ Mae & Jack Kenny 

Wed. Aug 23 9:30 Rose & Joseph Abitante+   

  11L45 Mark Randall+ Family 

Thur. Aug 24 9:30 Louis Vierno+   

  11:45 Mary Sugrue+ Winnie Grealish 

Fri. Aug 25 9:30 Thomas Grealish+ Winnie Grealish 

  11:45 Tom Brunetto+ Vincent Pruzinsky 

Sat. Aug 26 9:30 Happy Birthday, Kim M. Neill   

  11:45 Isidora Crisologo+ Crisologo & Abrajano Families 

Vocations are born in     
prayer and from prayer; and 

only in prayer can they    
persevere and bear fruit.  

PRAY!!!! 



A friend in front of me was coming out of the church one day, and the preacher was standing at the door as he always 
did to shake hands. He grabbed my friend by the hand and pulled him aside.   Then the pastor said to him, “You need to 
join the Army of the Lord!”    The friend replied, “I’m already in the Army of the Lord, Pastor.”     Pastor questioned 
him, “How come I don’t see you except at Christmas and Easter?”      
He whispered back, “I’m in the secret service.” 
 

The outreach committee has enlisted 25 visitors to make calls on people who are not afflicted with any church. 
  

Next Sunday, Mrs. Vinson will be soloist for the morning service. The pastor will then speak on “It’s a Terrible         
Experience.” 
  

Don’t let worry kill you—let the church help. 
  

During the absence of our pastor, we enjoyed the rare privilege of hearing a good sermon from E.J. Stubbs. 
 

The Pastor would appreciate if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their electric girdles for the pancake break-
fast next Sunday morning. 
  
Thursday at 5 p.m., there will be a meeting of the little mother’s club. All ladies wishing to become “little mothers” will 
meet with the pastor in his study. 
  
The ladies of the church have cast off clothing of every kind. They can be seen in the church basement Saturday. 
  
Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles, and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple children. 

Gospel Teaching   from the LIVING WORD 

In today’s Gospel we meet a lady who was certainly not for turning. She was a woman who wouldn’t change her 
mind, but, incredibly, seems to have successfully encouraged Jesus to change his. Jesus and his apostles have moved  
towards pagan territory in the north of the country, close to modern-day Lebanon. A woman from the district approaches 
Jesus, crying aloud. She is described as a Canaanite, which means that she would have been regarded by the Jews as a 
pagan, an outsider, and as ritually unclean. Yet she proves to be one of the most attractive characters in the Gospel. Her 
anxious cries are not for herself but for her little daughter who is sick. Perhaps she has heard about Jesus’ extraordinary 
ability to heal sick people. Could it be that he would be able to help her? She is determined to find out. Her efforts meet 
with apparent rebuff on the part of Jesus – no word from him, just a stony silence. That doesn’t stop her crying out for his 
help. 

  

In the end the apostles are so annoyed that they beg Jesus, “Give her what she wants.” He explains that for the mo-
ment his mission is restricted to the Jews, to “the lost sheep of the House of Israel”. But the expression he uses sounds 
insulting: it’s not right, he says, to throw the children’s food to the house-dogs. Far from putting off this good woman, 
Jesus’ words seem only to encourage her. She’s already on her knees before him and now, alluding to what he has just 
said, reminds him that even house-dogs eat the leftovers. Jesus is moved by her persistence, her love for her daughter, her 
sense of humour – but above all by her faith, her conviction that Jesus could and would help her. If initially he had meant 
to concentrate his attention on the Jewish people, he is so won over by this pagan woman that he sees that an exception is 
called for: he assures her that her child will recover.  

 

Application 

This incident reads like a commentary on what happened in the early Church. The first Christians were all convert 
Jews, and there was great uncertainty as to whether Gentiles could become Christians unless they were first prepared to 
become Jews. Only gradually, especially through the influence of St Paul, did the Church come to see that her mission 
was to the whole of humanity. Paul, who never lost his love for his own people, gladly called himself “the apostle of the 
Gentiles”. In fact in today’s second reading he expresses the hope that his very success in bringing Gentiles into the 
Church might lead some of his Jewish friends to embrace Christianity.  

 

In today’s world many people find it hard to respect “the other”, the one who differs from them because of the colour 
of their skin or the sound of their accent or the land of their birth or the religion to which they are affiliated. There is no 
excuse for Jesus’ followers ever to lose sight of the fact that his love is for everyone: Catholics and Protestants, Jews, 
Hindus and Muslims, believers and unbelievers – all alike are his. In fact Jesus’ final words before he ascended into 
heaven were that the apostles should go forth to all the nations. Each person is precious to him. He died for all without 
exception. His Spirit is at work in all. Like that wise and wonderful woman in today’s Gospel, please God we too will not 
be for turning, will never lose sight of the fact that where human beings are concerned there are no “house-dogs”, only 
beloved sons and daughters of God.  


