23 Bliss Avenue
Tenafly, NJ 07670
Phone: 201-567-0450
Visit our website
www.smafathers.org

Mass Schedule
Sundays
8:00 am; 10:00 am; 12 noon
Weekdays & Holy Days
8:00 am; 9:30 am; 11:45 am
Christmas & New Year’s Day
8:00 am; 10:00 am; 12 noon

Local and Provincial superior:
Fr. Michael Moran, SMA.
If you invite one of our priests
out to perform a sacramental
function please make sure he is
informed. 201-567-0450 x 218

Confessions
Saturdays 4:30 pm to 5:00 pm

13th week in Ordinary time

Bereavement & Visit to the Sick
Contact Fr. Anbu Kumar
201-567-0450 Ext 204

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Rosary
Every Wednesday at 11:00 am
Followed by Mass, Adoration
and Benediction at 5:30 pm

Masses for the week of July 2-8
DATE
Sun. to Sat.
Sun. July 2

The Little Way of St. Therese of
Lisieux
Mon. July 3
2nd Sundays after 12 pm Mass
Bible Reflection Group
Thursdays: 7:30 pm in the hall

Tues. July 4

Perpetual Mass Association
Office open Monday-Friday
from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm

Wed. July 5

TIME
8:00
10:00
12:00
9:30
11:45
9:30
11:45
9:30
11:45
9:30
11:45
9:30
11:45
9:30
11:45

INTENTION
Liv. & Dec. Benefactors of SMA
Jose Tumaneng
Maria Valdes+
Special Intention
Thomas Lee (Liv) Birthday
Armed Forces
Louis Vierno+
Michael Giotta+
Virgil & Laura Costa+
Robert Doonan+
Jae Ho Pio Lee (Liv)
Una Neary (Liv)
Soo Kyung Anne Lee (Liv)
Maria Valdes+
Justin Lamorena+

REQUESTED BY
Tony & Cely Rosal
Friends
Breda & Benny Walsh
Thomas & Jessica Lee Family
Neary Family
His Mother
Victoria Ann Costa
Susan Murphy
Mother
Neary Family
Mother
Friends
Family

Thur. July 6
S.M.A. Vocation Office
Theresa Hicks, Lay Associates
Fri. July 7
201-496-8394
Fr. Julien Esse, SMA Priesthood Sat. July 8
201- 894-8611
SUNDAY COLLECTION: $1,543.
Today’s Readings
Thank you for your support.
First Reading 2 Kings 4:8-11. 14-16 In response to a

We will be having our
annual 4th of July
Cook-out here at the
Mission on the 4th
Second Reading Romans 6:3-4. 8-11 In baptism we
joined Christ in his death, and so we will join him in his after the 11:45 Mass.
Everyone is invited.
risen life and be alive in him for ever.
couple who generously provide him with food and
lodging, the prophet Elisha promises that, despite their
advanced years, they will soon have the son they have
longed for.

Gospel Matthew 10:37-42
Following Jesus means
taking up the cross; a reward awaits those who welcome
his disciples.

Illustration
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German Lutheran pastor and theologian, is one of the Christian heroes of the last
century. In his native land, he argued strenuously against Adolf Hitler’s euthanasia programme and his
genocidal attack on the Jews. Because of this opposition, Bonhoeffer was imprisoned and later sent to a
concentration camp. He was executed by the Nazis towards the end of the war. The doctor who was
present at his execution recorded how he was moved by the calm and prayerful spirit in which the heroic
pastor faced death.
In 1937 Bonhoeffer had written a book called, in its English translation, The Cost of Discipleship, which
has become a modern spiritual classic. In it he warns against the notion of “cheap grace”, which he
describes as “grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without Jesus Christ”. The “cheap
grace” approach emphasises the more attractive and consoling aspects of Christianity, with little or no
reference to the demands made upon those who follow Christ. Bonhoeffer insists that to leave out the
difficult aspects of Christianity – such as repentance, discipline, confession, discipleship, the cross – is to
offer an incomplete version, a “cheap” version, of God’s grace and of discipleship.
Gospel Teaching
Bonhoeffer’s views reflect what we’ve heard from Jesus today. He makes no bones about it: following him
will make demands of us, for he must be the centre of our life, no matter what the cost. By way of extreme
example, he insists that even the most precious relationships, such as those between children and parents,
must not be allowed to come between us and him. Of course, this does not mean that the bonds of love
within a family are of no importance. On the contrary, they are of supreme importance, and yet we cannot
allow even these to become a barrier between us and our duty to God.
We need only think of the English martyr St Thomas More. He was an outstanding family man. When he
was imprisoned for refusing to take the oath that would have acknowledged King Henry VIII as head of
the Church in England, his wife and his beloved daughter, Meg, pleaded with him to find some way of
saving his life and being able to return home. He wrestled with his conscience but knew that he must remain faithful to the Lord. Only in that way, he assured his family, would they all “one day meet merrily in
heaven”. More’s words serve as a reminder that if the first part of today’s Gospel insists that we are called
to put God first, the second part assures us that our efforts will never go unrewarded. Those who
welcome a prophet, or offer help to any of the “little ones”, even if it’s only by offering “a cup of cold
water”, will receive their reward. Those who serve their sisters and brothers in need are in fact welcoming Jesus and, in welcoming him, welcoming the one who sent him, the Father in heaven.
Application
There is no such thing as cheap grace. It should not surprise us that in following one who took up his
cross there will inevitably be something of the cross in our lives too. It is always a costly business to live
in a truly Christian way; at times it makes painful demands on us that go against our instinctive desires; it
sometimes makes us feel that we are out of step with the rest of humanity, that we are losing out on life.
But Jesus makes an extraordinary promise: “anyone who loses his life for my sake will find it”. Whatever
the apparent losses, the profits will be immeasurably greater.
No one makes the point more powerfully than St Paul. Writing to a group of Christians within twenty
years or so of Jesus’ death and resurrection, he draws a powerful contrast between what Christian living
might look like to an outsider and what it is in reality. Though the unbelieving world, he says, may regard
us as only half alive, we are in fact fully alive – alive with a sharing in the very life of the risen Christ; we
are not sad, joyless individuals, but rather we are always rejoicing, with the deep-down joy of the Gospel
that nothing can take away; we may seem to be poor, in fact we are incredibly rich; it may look as though
following Christ we’re left with nothing: in fact it is we who possess everything.

